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Ecocide refers to the extensive damage or destruction of
ecosystems within a specific territory. In a specific legal sense, it
refers to the destruction of the environment in pursuit of military
objectives and extensive environmental damage during war. From
the perspective of green criminology, the fundamental challenge
in this area is the criminalization of actions by individuals,
companies, industries, and governments that, in light of extensive
scientific evidence, contribute to the perpetuation of this problem.
To overcome environmental challenges and prevent crimes with
the scope and severity of ecocide, a shift in approach from
superficiality to depth is the key element in both domestic and
international criminalization efforts. On the other hand, ecocide
is the result of an understanding of the deep and intertwined
relationship between human rights and environmental protection.
Because the climate change and biodiversity emergency threaten
global human rights. Another challenge in the criminalization of
ecocide is proving the facts and collecting evidence of severe,
long-term, and widespread harm. Because the environment
cannot speak for itself, victimology aims to articulate and clarify
it as a potential party or subject of rights. This descriptive and
analytical research utilizes library studies and combines inductive
and deductive reasoning to elucidate the philosophical, human
rights, victimological, and criminological foundations. It
examines the current state of ecocide and evaluates the feasibility
of its criminalization as the fifth crime under the Rome Statute,
despite existing challenges.
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. Preservationism.

. Social Ecology.

. Animal Right.

. Land Ethic.

. Deep Ecology.

. Ecofeminism.

. Stewardship.

. Sustainable Development.
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1. UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on extreme
poverty and human rights,‘Climate Change and Poverty’, 17 July 2019,
A/HRC/41/39, p. 4

https://documentsddsny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G19/218/66/PDF/G192186
6.pdf?

OpenElement; and World Bank, Shock Waves: Managing the Impacts of Climate
Change on Poverty (2016), p. 12

https:/ /openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/22787

2. UNEP, UN Women and UN Human Rights, Human Rights, Gender Equality and
the Environment: Key Messages, November 2021,

https:/ /www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files /2022-
03/Final_HumanRightsEnvironmentGenderEqualityKM.pdf

See also CEDAW, General Recommendation No.37 on Gender-related dimensions
of disaster risk reduction in the context of climate change, 7 February 2018,

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/ CEDAW /Shared%20Documents/1_Global/
CEDAW_C_GC_37_8642_E.pdf

3. UN Human Rights Council, Report of the UN Working Group of Experts on
People of African Descent, ‘Environmental justice, the climate crisis and people
of African descent’, 21 September 2021,

https://undocs.org/A/HRC/48/78 21Thomas, Baptiste et al, ‘Climate Change
and Small Island Developing States’, Annual Review of Environment and
Resources, 2020, 45:1-27, at

https:/ /www.annualreviews.org/doi/pdf/10.1146 /annurevenviron-012320-
083355
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1. UNICEF (2021), The Climate Crisis is a Child Rights Crisis: Introducing the
Children’s Climate Risk Index,www.unicef.org/reports/climate-crisis-child-
rights-crisis. UNICEF reports a major disconnect between the countries where
greenhouse gas emissions are generated and those where children are
enduring the most

Significant climate-driven impacts, with the 33 countries listed as ‘extremely high-
risk’, in terms of the impact on children, emitting only 9 percent of global CO2
emissions. The 10 highest emitting countries collectively account for nearly 70
percent of emissions.

2. UN Human Rights Council, Report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the rights
of indigenous peoples, A/HRC/36/46, 1 November 2017,

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G17/330/
97/PDF/G1733097.pdf?OpenElement
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1. UN Human Rights Council resolution 17/4, ‘Human rights and transnational
corporations and other business enterprises’, 6 July 2011, A/HRC/RES/17/4,

https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC /RES/17/4

2. UN Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations
and other business enterprises, ‘Guiding Principles on Business and Human
Rights: Implementing the United Nations “Protect, Respect and Remedy
Framework™, A/HRC/17/31, 21 March 2011,

https:/ /digitallibrary.un.org/record /705860
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1. N OHCHR, Fact Sheet No. 38: Frequently Asked Questions on Human Rights
and Climate Change (2021), p 36,

https:/ /www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/FSheet38_FAQ_HR_CC_EN.pdf

2. UN Human Rights Council resolution 26/9, 14 July 2014, A/HRC/RES/26/9,

https://documents-
ddsny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G14/082/52/PDF/G1408252.pdf?

OpenElement. A third revised draft of the legally binding instrument to regulate,
in international human rights law, the activities of transnational corporations
and other business enterprises’, published on 17 August 2021, was discussed
at 7th session of the intergovernmental working group on 25 — 29 October
2021. See

https:/ /www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents /HRBodies /HRCouncil/ W
GTransCorp/Session6/LBI3rdD RAFT.pdf

3. for example, the European Commission initiative towards the adoption of
mandatory human rights and environmental due diligence for certain
companies, at

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/haveyour-
say/initiatives/12548-Sustainable-corporate-governance_en
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