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Abstract

riminological literature has historically been urban-cen-
C tric, although crime, as a social phenomenon is not exclu-
sive to urban areas. In mainstream criminology urban
crime serves as the theoretical framework. However, a critical exam-
ination of these theories reveal inefficiency in addressing crimes in
rural areas. Many theories in this field focus on large populations,
cultural diversity, social class hierarchy, and social disorganization,
which are more compatible in urban behavior. Meanwhile, rural ar-
eas are characterized by smaller populations, homogeneous culture,
ethnic-based social classes, and a strong social bond. These differenc-
es have influenced crime patterns and led to area-specific offences. In
rural communities, crimes related to the environment and rural econ-
omy, such as poaching, digging unlicensed wells, and changes in land
use are more commonly found. This research employs a descriptive
bibliometric approach to analyze the existing gap in the mainstream
criminological theories, reveals significant differences between rural
and urban crimes and highlights that rural crimes cannot be analyzed
simply as an extension of urban crimes. Identifying the shortcomings
of such theories enables a better understanding of rural crimes, lead-
ing to appropriate preventive measures.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Rural areas are generally known as places with natural landscapes and warm and friend-
ly communities who play a fundamental role in agricultural production, livestock , and
handicrafts. Despite their vital contribution to economic, food, and cultural security, these
areas have remained disadvantaged in many respects across numerous countries.

Rural crimes are also among the topics that have received less attention in mainstream
criminological theories, as though rural areas were assumed to be largely immune to
crime. A review of the criminological literature shows that theorists have traditionally
sought to explain the causes of crime in urban areas, with their theories largely developed
in response to urban needs. However, rural areas differ from urban areas in their economic,
social, cultural, and geographical characteristics.

Therefore, given that crime is also recognized as a significant social challenge in rural
areas, the present study examines whether mainstream criminological theories can be used
to explain patterns of rural crime. The findings indicate that mainstream criminological
theories are unable to adequately explain rural crime because they are rooted in an urban
areas and fail to account for the distinctive characteristics of rural areas. Thus, the main
purpose of writing this research is to examine the inefficiencies of mainstream criminolog-
ical theories in explaining rural crime in the context of rural areas of Iran.

There is relatively little research on rural crime in the Iranian criminological literature.
Most of the existing studies, which have been conducted within the field of geography,
focus only on specific aspects of rural crime. For example, in a study entitled The Rela-
tionship between Geography and Crime, the authors focused exclusively on urban safety
and security issues. The present study shows that levels of crime and social disorder in-
crease with the physical and social expansion of cities and growing demographic, social,
and cultural heterogeneity. Finally, and as a conclusion the authors also identified several
factors associated with crime, including the time and location at which crimes are more
likely to occur, such as the early morning hours and deserted streets (Narogheh, Elahvardi
Megouni, & Kazemi Jooybari, 2020, p. 128). Therefore, in that study, the authors viewed
crime as an exclusively urban phenomenon, implicitly assuming that crime does not occur
in rural areas or other small, sparsely populated communities.

In another study, titled Geography of Crime in Rural Areas with an Emphasis on Live-
stock Theft in the Chahardoli District of Qorveh County, the authors focused exclusively
on livestock theft in the villages of that district (Rezvani et al., 2011, p. 39). However, no
attention has been paid to environmental crimes, which are widespread in rural areas.

In another study, titled The Effect of Courtyard Walls on the Security of Rural Houses
(Case Study: Aimar Mohammad Village, Golestan Province), the authors examined how
the design of residential courtyard walls contributes to improving the security of rural

loP



lo}”

/4

1o §)louts AFeF ylians) 5 5l YV 890 /" ,/},.I

residents. the study focused only on the role of architectural design in crime prevention
and improve the security. At the end of the article, it is mentioned that increasing visual
features such as placing transparent walls will provide greater security to the residents.
(Emami, Imeri, Moradi, 2017, p. 116) However, it appears that, due to the presence of
informal social control in rural areas, theft from agricultural fields is more common than
residential burglary. These studies therefore suggest that the analysis of rural crime, has
received less attention due to the specific requirements of these areas.

These research gaps can be attributed to the dominance of urban-centered approaches to
criminology, which view rural crime merely through the lens of urban areas. In this regard,
areview of mainstream criminological theories shows that theorists have emphasized fac-
tors such as population density, cultural diversity, weak informal social control, and class
structure-all of which are characteristic features of urban societies. However , low pop-
ulation density, cultural cohesion, strong informal social control, and a livelihood-based
social structure limit the applicability of these theories in rural contexts. The findings of
the present study also show that rural areas with such characteristics are not free from
crime, despite the common perception of the public and official authorities. Instead, these
conditions sometimes lead to crimes that differ from those committed in urban areas. Rec-
ognizing these limitations can improve our understanding of rural crime and support the
development of effective crime prevention strategies.

Method

The present study was conducted with a descriptive-analytical method and a theoreti-
cal-critical approach. Secondary data were collected through a review of the relevant lit-
erature. For this purpose, theoretical works as well as published Iranian and international
empirical studies on rural crime were utilized.

Results

The results show that the economic, cultural, social, and geographical structure of rural
areas gives rise to types of crime that cannot be adequately explained by classical main-
stream criminological theories.

Conclusions

In general, crime is also recognized as a major challenge in rural areas. However, main-
stream criminological theories, which were formed in urban areas, have also focused on
the structural components of those areas. while rural contexts are associated with charac-
teristics such as low population, cultural cohesion, deep social control, and cultural preju-
dices, these theories are not sufficient to explain rural crime and can account for only some
of its aspects. Therefore, identifying the limitations of these theories will help policymak-
ers and researchers pay greater attention to rural areas from a criminological perspective
and support the development of policies tailored to these areas.
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