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Abstract
estorative justice, as an innovative approach in criminal policy, par-
R ticularly in the context of juvenile justice, aims to repair the harm
caused by crime and facilitate the social reintegration of offenders.
However; its application in serious crimes, especially murder com-
mitted by juveniles, faces significant challenges. This study aims to identify and
analyze the obstacles to implementing restorative justice in juvenile homicide
cases and to propose solutions tailored to the specific characteristics of this age
group. The research adopts a qualitative methodology, based on bibliometric
resource analysis, a review of ten relevant cases, and deep interviews with ten
Jjudges and practicing attorneys. Findings indicate that the lack of parental guid-
ance during the restorative process, cognitive developmental limitations, difficul-
ties in accepting criminal responsibility by juvenile offenders, and the tension
between supporting the juvenile and addressing the demands of victims’families
are major juvenile-centered challenges in applying restorative justice in such
cases. The study concludes that successful implementation of restorative justice
in juvenile homicide requires the design of mechanisms for guided parental in-
volvement, integration of supportive and restorative considerations within judi-
cial procedures, and the development of specialized guidelines for this context.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Recent developments in criminal policy indicate a gradual shift from purely punitive
approaches toward models focused on harm repair, restoration of social relationships,
and active stakeholder participation in the justice process. Within this framework, re-
storative justice—Dby redefining crime as harm inflicted upon the victim, the offender,
and society—seeks to provide an effective response through dialogue, reparation, and
conscious accountability. This approach is particularly significant in juvenile criminal
justice, as young offenders, due to their developmental and emotional characteristics,
require responses distinct from those applied to adults.

Despite the existing legal capacities within the Iranian legal system—especially its
emphasis on the best interests of the child—the implementation of restorative justice in
serious crimes, particularly intentional homicide committed by juveniles, faces notable
challenges. This study aims to examine these obstacles and assess the extent to which
they are juvenile-centered.

The primary objective of this research is to analyze the challenges associated with
implementing restorative justice in such cases and to propose appropriate solutions.
The main hypothesis is that neglecting the developmental and social characteristics of
juveniles leads to the inefficiency of restorative justice and may even intensify conflicts
between offenders and victims.

A review of the literature reveals that domestic studies have largely focused on gen-
eral aspects of restorative justice or its application in minor offenses, with limited atten-
tion to serious crimes such as juvenile homicide. In contrast, international scholarship
emphasizes the necessity of designing specialized mechanisms for applying restorative
justice in violent crimes.

This study adopts a qualitative and analytical approach, drawing on document anal-
ysis, case reviews, and in-depth interviews with judges and attorneys to identify key
challenges and propose practical solutions. Ultimately, it seeks to present an analytical
framework aligned with the legal and social context of Iran.

Method

This study is applied in purpose and descriptive—analytical in nature, employing a
qualitative approach. The selection of this method is based on the need for an in-depth
understanding of the challenges associated with implementing restorative justice in cas-
es of intentional homicide committed by juveniles, as well as the practical experiences
of criminal justice actors.

The scope of the study includes the examination of 10 juvenile homicide cases and
interviews with 10 judges and attorneys experienced in handling serious criminal of-
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fenses. Samples were selected purposively and continued until theoretical saturation
was achieved.

Data were collected from two main sources: library-based materials (including laws
and academic articles) and field data (semi-structured interviews and case analysis).
This approach aimed to identify real challenges in judicial processes and the implemen-
tation of restorative justice.

The main axes of analysis include the role of parents, the extent of juveniles’ ac-
ceptance of responsibility, and the balance between supporting juvenile offenders and
addressing victims’ families’ demands. These themes were derived inductively from the
data.

The research process involved data collection, coding, concept extraction, categoriza-
tion, and final analysis. Ethical considerations, including confidentiality and informed
consent, were fully observed.

Results

The findings of this study are based on the analysis of both library sources and field
data, including 10 judicial cases and 10 semi-structured interviews with judges and at-
torneys. The field data played a central role in identifying the practical challenges of im-
plementing restorative justice in cases of intentional homicide committed by juveniles.

The results indicate three main challenges in this area: inappropriate parental involve-
ment, juveniles’ cognitive limitations in genuinely accepting responsibility, and an im-
balance between supporting juvenile offenders and responding to victims’ demands.

Regarding parental involvement, in many cases a defensive or denial-based approach
weakened the process of accountability and intensified tensions with victims’ families.
In terms of cognitive limitations, juveniles generally lacked a deep understanding of the
consequences of their actions, and their acceptance of responsibility was often superfi-
cial or merely formal.

However, in a limited number of cases where supportive or counseling interventions
were provided prior to restorative sessions, a relative acceptance of responsibility and
more meaningful participation were observed, suggesting the potential for improving
the effectiveness of this approach.

The findings also show that excessive emphasis on supporting juveniles was some-
times perceived by victims’ families as bias, whereas efforts to balance these two con-
siderations contributed to reducing tensions.

Overall, the results highlight that the challenges of implementing restorative justice
in such cases are predominantly juvenile-centered, and without designing mechanisms
tailored to the specific characteristics of this group, achieving the objectives of this ap-
proach remains difficult.

Conclusions

The findings of this study indicate that the application of restorative justice in cases
of intentional homicide committed by juveniles constitutes a complex issue in criminal
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policy, situated at the intersection of supporting juvenile offenders and responding to
victims’ demands. Inefficiency in this area may lead to diminished public trust and hin-
der the social reintegration of juveniles.

The results suggest that existing challenges stem from tensions between traditional
punitive approaches and modern restorative models, reflecting an incomplete transition
toward restorative justice. The study also confirms its main hypothesis: neglecting the
developmental and familial characteristics of juveniles significantly contributes to the
ineffectiveness of this approach. However, where appropriate interventions are imple-
mented, the partial realization of restorative justice goals is achievable.

From a theoretical perspective, the study emphasizes the need to reconceptualize re-
sponsibility as a gradual process aligned with juveniles’ developmental stages and high-
lights the importance of a juvenile-centered criminal policy. Practically, it underscores
the necessity of designing mechanisms to manage parental involvement, strengthen ju-
veniles’ sense of responsibility, and balance the rights of offenders and victims.

At the same time, issues such as assessing juveniles’ cognitive readiness, defining the
limits of parental intervention, and ensuring safe victim participation require further ex-
amination. Ultimately, the successful implementation of restorative justice in such cases
depends on the development of specialized, juvenile-centered mechanisms tailored to
the sensitivities of victims.
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