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Article Info ABSTRACT

One of the legal challenges related fingerprints in Iranian criminal lawsis the issue of
criminalizing forgery of fingerprints or misuse of fingerprint whites; because despite
Article type: referring to the words "signature or seal" in the criminalization of forgery and misuse of
Original Research seal whites or signature whites (Articles 523 and 673 of the-Tazirdt Code of 1375), the
legislator is silent about fingerprints. Therefore, \considering the evidentiary aspect of
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y fingerprints in Iranian judicial practice and law, there is uncertainty as to whether
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Received in revised form fingerprints can be considered as signatures? The result of this research for the purpose
Accepted explain whether forgery of another's fingerprint or misuse of another's fingerprint whites is

Available online

(Times New Roman 9) a crime in Iranian criminal law and through a library method and descriptive-analytical has

shown that there are different views among legal dogtrines. The first view is that forging a
fingerprint or abusing it is absolutely'a.crifpe. The second view is that forging a fingerprint
Keywords: or abusing it is absolutely not aerime. The third view (from the author's perspective)
Criminalization, kes a distincti h that foraing the fi . filli I le wh
fingerprints, forgery, makes a distinction, such that forging the fingerprints of illiterate or literate people who are
misuse of fingerprint whites unable to signier abuse that\crime is a crime, while forging the fingerprints of literate
people whgl are unable to signtor abuse that crime is not. in the current situation,
considering the strengths and weaknesses of the two common views and the existing laws
regarding the necessity of taking fingerprints from specific individuals and the
ineffectiveness of their signatures, as well as the need for the judge to rely on the
interpritation principles of criminal law, the third view should be the criterion for action,
based on which only forging or misusing fingerprints of illiterate individuals or literate
individuals unable to sign can be considered criminal, although the first view is more
c%sistent with social and judicial realities and should be considered and accepted by the
egislator in future legislative reforms.
™ legislator in future legislative ref
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