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Abstract

tatus offenses are considered legal for adults based on a global crite-
S rion. Although the most important examples of status are truancy,

running away from home, breaking curfew, incorrigibility and the

consumption of alcoholic beverages and drugs, the scope of crimi-
nalization might be tied with the cultural and societal spheres of societies. Apply-
ing comparative research method, this research describes advanced juvenile
Justice models of the US and England based on famous approaches of welfare
and justice to find the consequences of de/criminalization and analyses the Is-
lamic Penal Code of 1392, Juvenile Protection Act of 1399 and disperse welfare
regulations and judicial practices in Iran to identify the nature of these deviances
and patterns to respond them. Based on the research results, welfare-based ap-
proach with its capacity to suit with various circumstances may be effective in
decriminalization, prevention of recidivism and future delinquencies, decrease in
the dispenses and sustain of solidarity of the family. In the Iranian law some of
these situations have been included in treatment approach and some have crim-
inal description according to disperse provisions and the Juvenile Protection Act.
The legislative requirement of articles 3 and 5 of the later Act on treatment ap-
proach, alongside with capacities of the Islamic Penal Code can be effective in
formation and development of treatment approach. Accordingly, the legislative
body should adduce to practice maker bylaws, alongside training judges to pro-
vide the context of executing article 6 of the Act and its executive Bylaw. Such act
would not negate the duty of the legislature to amend Article 91 with consider-
ation of Islamic jurisprudence and legal aspects.

Cite this article: Amini, M. (2025). Juvenile status offenses; effective or harmful?
(Considering The US and English Juvenile Justice Systems). Criminal Law Doc-
trines, 22(30). 7-62.

https://doi.org/10.30513/c1d.2026.7846.2223

() (O

~ ar © The Author(s). Publisher: Razavi University of Islamic Sciences.



mailto:mamini%40yazd.ac.ir?subject=
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-0840-5480
https://doi.org/10.30513/cld.2026.7846.2223 

el gome /(eSS g el cdlae pllss & AISL) Loy b sasguntsLly 53 9 05 sianiog oo

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The main question in this research is whether the criminalization of juvenile
misbehaviors/status offenses is effective or not. By raising this matter, our aim is to
find the consequences of legal approaches, treatments and punishments based on the
two basic and famous models of welfare and justice. What is important in this way is
the study of nature and mechanisms of the application of treatments/punishments during
short, middle and long terms. Although there has been done studies prior to this research
that addressed some aspects and types of juvenile crimes/ misbehaviors, the present
study focuses on deviances subject to law and disperse welfare-based provisions in both
Hadd and Ta’zir offenses. It also reviews judicial practice and comparative studies to
depict the pros and cons of our legal system in this area.

The method

The method of this research is descriptive - analytic and with focus on data including
7 judicial decisions of criminal and family courts, laws and regulations addressing
juvenile crimes or welfare-based matters in Iran, the UK and the US, we study some
laws, policies and practices in all three countries. In this way, by analyzing and studying
laws along with general policies and practices in compliance with these rules, the results
are presented analytically.

The findings

Based on the research results, status offenses/ juvenile misbehaviors are diffused in
the form of legal or criminal protection and there is no coordinated approach in this
regard in our legal system. This challenge may trace back to periodical policies prior
to the Islamic Republic up until 2000 (the time span of reformation). The main cause is
the supremacy of traditional Islamic jurisprudential approaches and failing to address
the juvenile legal needs by the parliament and the judiciary system. This matter may
well be found in variety and ambiguity of judicial decisions, except some decisions that
address the treatment-based approaches of international documents and seek to satisfy
the necessities of juvenile welfare-based needs based on current rules and laws.

Conclusion

Status offenses/ juvenile misbehaviors are considered to be a complicated matter
in almost all juvenile justice systems worldwide. This is because youth misbehaviors
mismanagement may not only be relevant in their future delinquency or victimization,
but also social and political approaches require limited or zero tolerance to their disorders
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and misbehaviors. Thus, addressing this problem requires some sort of consideration on
various approaches, including welfare and justice, especially in the US and the UK to
find the pros and cons of applying any of these models in the juvenile justice of these
huge legal systems. Then, we study various regulations and laws addressing juvenile
delinquencies and misbehaviors in Iran with special focus on judicial decisions, policies
and practices to find challenges and indicate pros and cons according to the results
specially found from comparative study.

Although in our legal system some sorts of welfare-based treatments towards some
types of misbehaviors like truancy, running away from home and addiction have been
recognized since 1940s, yet most of juvenile misbehaviors are deemed crime by the
legislation. What is important is enacting the protection of adolescents and juveniles
2020 with significant emphasis on almost all misbehaviors, but the punitive sanctions
toward some of these misbehaviors in Islamic Criminal code is considered to be a huge
obstacle to treatment and rehabilitation. According to these accounts some suggestions
are raised as follows:

The judicial procedure should be amended to apply the therapeutic approach referred
to in Articles 3 and 5 of the Protection of Juveniles Act of 2020 as the main approach.
In addition, taking into account the mitigating/therapeutic approaches of the Criminal
Procedure Code of 2013 regarding status offenders referred to in Articles 88 to 91 of
the Islamic criminal code of 2013 is a must. Furthermore, the inter-institutional and
organizational coordination mechanisms, which have been largely provided by Article
6 of the Protection of Juveniles Act of 2020 and its executive regulations, should be
provided by the judicial system in accordance with guidelines and bylaws.

Considering the prevailing jurisprudential-legal approach regarding the accountability
and maturity of individuals under 18 years old and also, the criticisms made against the
vague approach of the legislator regarding criminal maturity, which has resulted in the
dispersion of legal-judicial interpretations and makes it difficult, it is necessary for the
legislator to explicitly assume the age of maturity as 18 years through legal amendments,
especially in line with full coordination with international documents. In this case,
juvenile status offences must also be subject to a uniform treatment approach in the
form of Articles 3 and 5 of the Protection of Juveniles Act of 2020. To ensure effective
intervention, it is possible to consider, as in foreign examples, a guarantee for violating
the court or competent authority order, if necessary; in this way, parents may be subject
to a stepped enforcement guarantee; as is the case in the Compulsory Education code of
1973 and Article 5 of the Protection of Juveniles Act of 2020- although it is subject to
criticism, but it is precedent.

Finally, for those types of misbehavior that are considered risky situations, according
to the Protection of Juvenile Act of 2020 and the Welfare Organization regulations, it is
better to evaluate the performance of welfare-based interventions in order to eliminate
deficiencies. At the same time, by examining the causes of success of the aforementioned
measures, it is possible to generalize them (for now) through the development of
treatment-oriented procedures to cases that are now crimes, which requires national
research projects with the support of legal and judicial authorities.
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