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Abstract
rimes against humanity are among the most serious international
( offenses. In recent years, many of such crimes have been committed
by States or organizations against innocent civilians, deeply affecting

societies worldwide. Atrocities during World Wars I and II prompted

the international community to prosecute war criminals, while crimes in the for-
mer Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Iraq, Sudan, and other countries led to
the establishment of ad hoc tribunals to address genocide and crimes against
humanity. The International Criminal Court (ICC) is the first permanent and
most significant tribunal established to handle international crimes. Crimes
against humanity are particularly important because they target civilian popula-
tions based on ethnicity, race, religion, or other factors, and can occur both
during armed conflicts and in times of peace. These crimes include acts such as
murder, sexual violence, torture, destruction, and forced population transfers.
Additionally, other inhumane acts similar to these are recognized as crimes
against humanity. Although the scope of such acts may initially seem broad or
ambiguous, the practice of international tribunals and their adducion to similar
inhumane acts has confirmed the necessity of their existence for the proper ad-
ministration of justice.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Crimes against humanity are among the gravest violations of fundamental human
rights and, since the Nuremberg trials, have remained a central subject of international
criminal law. The establishment of the International Criminal Court (ICC) and the adop-
tion of the Rome Statute in 1998 marked a significant milestone in systematizing this
field. Article 7 of the Statute provides a relatively precise framework for identifying and
prosecuting various forms of crimes against humanity.

Among these forms, the clause “other inhumane acts of a similar character” holds
a distinct position. This clause is a broad and non exhaustive category that allows for
the prosecution of conduct not explicitly listed in Article 7 but comparable in terms of
severity and the suffering inflicted on victims. Such a provision ensures that internation-
al criminal law remains flexible in addressing emerging forms of collective violence.
However, this openness may also raise concerns regarding the limits of interpretation
and potential conflicts with the principle of legality.

Accordingly, the main question of this research is how the ICC has interpreted the
clause “other inhumane acts” and what criteria have been developed in its jurisprudence
to determine its applicability. The primary objective is to clarify the interpretive stan-
dards employed by the Court. The secondary objectives include: first, examining the
theoretical foundations and the position of this clause among other categories under
Article 7; and second, extracting the practical criteria the Court relies upon in various
cases to determine whether certain conduct falls under this category.

In legal literature, some authors regard this clause as a mechanism that preserves the
dynamism of international criminal law, preventing legal gaps in the face of new forms
of violence. Nonetheless, most existing studies are theoretical and offer limited analysis
of ICC case law. The underlying hypothesis of the present research is that the Court, de-
spite the generality of this clause, applies limiting criteria—such as the severity of harm,
violation of human dignity, and comparability with other crimes against humanity—to
ensure consistency with the principle of legality.

Methodology

This research is fundamental in purpose and employs a descriptive analytical method.
Data were collected through the study of international criminal law instruments and the
analysis of judgments issued by different chambers of the ICC. Key sources include the
Rome Statute, the Elements of Crimes document, decisions of the Pre Trial and Trial
Chambers, and reputable doctrinal works.

The scope of the analysis is limited to cases in which the clause “other inhumane acts”
served as a basis for charges or judicial findings—namely, cases related to the situations
in Uganda, Kenya, Cote d’Ivoire, and Sudan. These cases were selected because they
directly addressed interpretive issues concerning Article 7.
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The research adopts an interpretive analytical approach to uncover the reasoning be-
hind judicial decisions, clarify how the Court interprets ambiguous concepts, and exam-
ine the link between these interpretations and broader principles of international crimi-
nal law. This approach makes it possible to connect theoretical foundations with judicial
practice and to follow the gradual evolution of the concept of “other inhumane acts.”

Findings

A review of ICC case law shows that although the clause “other inhumane acts” ap-
pears broad, it has been limited in practice by a set of relatively clear interpretive criteria.
1. Severity of suffering or harm inflicted on victims

The first criterion in most cases concerns the degree of physical or psycho-
logical suffering caused by the conduct. The act must exceed ordinary human
rights violations and inflict substantial harm. In some cases, the ICC has clas-
sified acts such as forcing victims to witness violence, imposing degrading
living conditions, or severe deprivation of essential needs under this clause
due to their intensity. This criterion prevents minor misconduct from being
included.

2. Serious violation of human dignity

The Court has repeatedly emphasized that conduct which seriously infringes
upon human dignity—even if not expressly listed in Article 7—may qualify
as an inhumane act. This criterion introduces a value based assessment fo-
cused on the impact of the act on human dignity.

3. Comparability with other crimes against humanity

Another key requirement is that the severity of the conduct must be compara-
ble to established crimes under Article 7, such as torture or persecution. This
criterion effectively limits the scope of the clause and prevents disproportion-
ate expansion. The Court has consistently stressed this point, noting that the
clause is intended only to fill serious legal gaps.

4. Contextual elements of crimes against humanity

As with all Article 7 crimes, the conduct must occur as part of a widespread
or systematic attack against a civilian population, and the perpetrator must
be aware of this context. Without these conditions, even severe acts cannot
be classified under this title. Case analysis shows that the Court consistently
treats these contextual elements as essential prerequisites.

The findings also show that the Court takes into account the political and social con-
text in which the conduct occurred, as the severity of certain acts can only be assessed
within the framework of a systematic attack. The overall jurisprudence aligns with doc-
trinal perspectives and has gradually clarified the boundaries of this clause.
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Conclusion

Interpreting the clause “other inhumane acts” is one of the most challenging issues
in international criminal law due to its open ended nature. While the clause provides
necessary flexibility to address new and severe forms of misconduct, it may also create
tensions with the principle of legality. The findings of this research indicate that the
ICC has attempted to balance flexibility with predictability by applying criteria such
as severity of suffering, violation of human dignity, comparability, and adherence to
contextual elements.

The results support the central hypothesis: the Court employs limiting criteria to con-
trol the scope of this clause and prevent its unrestrained expansion. Nonetheless, dif-
ferences in case circumstances have produced some variations in how these criteria are
applied. Moreover, questions remain regarding the precise boundaries of comparability
and the extent to which emerging forms of conduct—especially those linked to new
technologies—might fall under this clause.

Overall, the findings suggest that “other inhumane acts” serves as a necessary tool for
addressing gaps in the list of crimes against humanity, but in practice its use is guided
and restrained by judicial interpretation to preserve fundamental principles of interna-
tional criminal law.
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