Print: 2251. 9351

Criminal Law Doctrines Sl

A Comparative Evaluation of the Legal Mechanisms of Iran and England
in Addressing Sexual Offences in the Metaverse
Fatemeh Najibzadeh Vamegh Abadi'E3
1. Corresponding Author, PhD graduate, Department of Islamic Jurisprudence and Principles of Islamic Law,
Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.
Email: Fatemeh.najibzadeh@mail.um.ac.ir
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0348-9545

Article Info ABSTRACT
The expansion of the metaverse, through avatar-based presence, immersi erience,
and multisensory interaction, has moved the concept of sexu ces beyond
Article type: traditional models grounded in physical contact. In thiéenvironm exual harm may
occur through the experienced body, non-contact h image-based and
Avrticle history: multisensory data abuse, avatar-based identity mani i erging forms of sexual
violence. Such conduct may violate perceptual inte ho-sexual security, privacy,
and an individual’s control over digital sgxual representation. Using a descriptive-
Keywords: analytical and comparative method, thjs articl§examines the capacity of Iranian and

Metaverse; sexual offences;  English law to address the A o@nces in the metaverse. The findings
assault; avatar; . . . .
consent; perceptual show that Iranian law, particularly pfo “tl‘mnputer Crimes Act 2009, the law
integrity; on unauthorized audiovisual actiwi e I1s@mic Penal Code, and rules on electronic
criminalization. nted tools. These tools, however, remain largely

al concepts. By contrast, English law, through its

Nevertheless, it als
sexual offences. The

cks a specific and comprehensive framework for metaverse-based
ticle concludes that both systems require a clearer redefinition of

L\ subject of crimigll protection in immersive digital environments.
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