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A concept sis of hate speech Hate Speech as a Discriminatory Act: A
Normativ sis in the Philosophy of Language and the Ethics of Expression

Abstract

This study aims to clarify the conceptual boundaries of hate speech. The central problem
addressed is the theoretical and normative ambiguity in defining the limits of freedom of
expression in relation to harmful forms of speech. Prevailing expansive definitions tend to
subsume all forms of objectionable or offensive speech under the category of hate speech,
thereby undermining the possibility of a coherent framework for legal and ethical
policymaking. The purpose of this research is to explicate the grounds for the wrongfulness of
hate speech from the perspectives of the philosophy of language and the ethics of expression,
and to propose a general criterion for distinguishing impermissible speech from permissible
speech.The methodology is descriptive—analytical and relies on a hermeneutic analysis of the
works of Austin, Waldron, Langton, Matsuda, and Scanlon. The theoretical framework is



grounded in speech act theory and the principle of equal respect. The findings indicate that hate
speech is ethically wrongful and falls outside the scope of protected freedom of expression due
to its inherent violation of the principle of equal respect and human dignity, even in the absence
of demonstrable physical or psychological harm. By contrast, merely offensive speech involves
only consequential harm and should remain within the sphere of tolerance and critical
discourse. The study concludes that the criterion for the legitimacy of speech lies not in the
speaker’s intention, but in the relation of the speech act to human dignity and equality.

Keywords:

Hate speech; offense; harm; discrimination; hermeneutics L\



